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HOMIMAKERS'  CHAT  RELEASE  ON  RECEIPT 

(Not  later  than  Sept.  7,1940) 

(EOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

JJECT:     "FORTNIGHTLY  FOOD- SHOPPING  TIPS."     Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Agri- 
.tural  Economics,  U.  S.D.  A.  and  the  Consumers'  Counsel. 

— 60O00 — 

The  right  food  and  plenty  of  it  makes  for  healthier  people;  and  healthier 

people  make  for  a  stronger  National  defense. 

So  to  help  you  plan  and  "buy  the  right  food  for  your  family,  here  is  the 

picture  of  the  Nation's  food  supplies  as  it  comes  today  direct  from  the  U.S. 

Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  whole  picture  is  one  of  normal  food  supplies  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 

Supplies  of  wheat  are  large  enough  to  meet  all  needs  in  our  own  country,  and  also 

to  provide  surplus  wheat  for  export.     The  same  is  true  of  rice. 

Here's  the  fruit  and  vegetable  picture:    More  fresh  fruit  during  1940  and  '41 

than  last  year.     Fruit  crops  this  year  and  last  have  he  en  generous.    As  for  canned 

fruits  and  fruit  juices,  they  may  not  he  quite  so  plentiful  as  last  year  but  they 

will  be  more  plentiful  than  in  any  year  before  that.    And  vegetables — both  fresh 

and  canned  vegetables — more  of  them  will  be  on  the  market  than  last  year.     The  1940 

potato  crop  will  be  larger  than  last  year's, but  it  will  be  offset  by  a  smaller  crop 

^of  sweetpotatoes.    Everybody  7/ho  likes  baked  beans  and  bean  soup  will  be  glad  to 

know  supplies  of  dry  beans  this  year  will  be  larger  than  average  though  not  quite 

so  large  as  last  year's  very  big  supply. 

iTow  for  the  meat  picture.     For  the  rest  of  1940  the  United  States  will  have 
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i^iore  meat  on  hand  than  it  has  had  since  1934.     The  large  supplies  of  pork  account 
for  most  of  the  increase  in  our  stock  of  meat.     However,  during  1941  less  neat  will 
*be  for  sale  "because  the  pig  crop  will  be  smaller. 

For  the  next  twelve  months  the  total  supplies  of  meat  should  he  as  large  as 
during  1939  and  '40,  and  considerably  larger  than  other  recent  years. 

Ahout  the  same  number  of  cattle  have  been  slaughtered  for  beef  during  the 
st  3  years,  but  the  cattle  herds  have  been  gradually  building  up.     So  next  year 
probably  more  cattle  will  be  slaughtered,  and  the  markets  will  have  more  beef. 
From  now  on  more  and  more  beef  is  likely  to  cone  on  the  market. 

As  for  lamb  and  mutton,  yearly  production  has  been  ahout  the  same  during  the 
last  5  years,  and  propably  will  be  the  same  during  the  coming  year.     Only  a  very 
snail  proportion  of  our  meat  is  now  selling  to  other  countries  •  and  .not  much  nore 
seens  likely--fco-.be  exported  during  the  coming  year.     So  most  of  the  meat  raised  in 
the  U.S.  will  he  for  sale  to  the  people  of  the  U.S. 

Now  for  sl  glimpse  of  poultry  and  eggs.     Not  quite  so  much  poultry- nor  -so  many 
eggs-in  prospect  for  the.  1940  and  '41  season.     Total  supplies  of  poultry  will  be 
about  6  percent  smaller  while  egg  supplies  may  be  about  2  percent  less,  than  last 
year's.-.  This  drop  in  chicken  and  egg  supplies  follows  the  fairly  regular'  3-year 
cycle,  with  .the  past  2  years,  showing  more  and  more  chickens  and  eggs  amd.this  third 
year  just  the  reverse.     Next  year  turkeys  won't  be  so  numerous  either.     'Turkey  pro- 
duction has  increased  rapidly  since  1930.     The  year  1939-40  turkey  supplies  were  16 
percent  larger  than  last  year.    But  next  year  turkey  production  will  drop  about  5 
percent. 

Now  here's  news  of  butter  and  other  dairy  products.     Plenty  of  dairy  products 
for  the  next  12  months  is  the  way  the  picture  looks  from  here.    Pastures  this  year 
have  been  better  than  average,  and  feed  supplies  promise  plenty  to  nourish  even 
larger  herds.     So  you  can  go  right  on  spreading  butter  thick,  drinking  plenty  of 
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milk  and  eating  cheese  to  your  heart's  content. 

The  foods  making  records  this  year  are  the  edible  fats  and  oils.     The  pro- 
'  duction  of  edible  fats  and  oils  in  the  United  States  in  1940-41  will  probably 
exceed  all  previous  records.     Soybean  oil  production  will  reach  a  new  high  with 
corn  oil,  peanut  oil,  and  olive  oil  likely  to  be  above  average.    Lots  of  lard  on 
the  market,  too.    Daring  the  coming  year  lard  production  will  be  slightly  less  than 
the  average.     Cottonseed  oil  will  also  be  slightly  below  average. 

Well,  there's  a  quick  picture  of  the  food  in  the  United  States  during  the 
coming  months. 

And  now  for  those  thrifty  housewives  who  like  to  get  a  food  bargain  when  they 
can,  here  is  the  latest  list  of  official  surplus  foods.    Fourteen  foods  on  this 
surplus  list.     Here  they  are:     dried  prunes;  raisins;  dried  beans;  apples;  pears; 
oranges;  butter;  eggs;  pork  products  including  lard;  corn  meal;  hominy  grits;  rice; 
wheat  flour;  whole  wheat  or  graham  flour.    Also  some  States  list  fresh  vegetables 
and  peaches  among  surplus  foods  of  this  season. 

That's  all  the  food  news  for  today.    More  food  tips  in  a  fortnight. 
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